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Upcoming Events St

April 26, 2020 10am-1pm, Mentorship 101, Cancelled
April 28, 2020 6pm-9pm, BSOP Monthly Meeting, Cancelled
May 3, 2020, 10am-1pm, Mentorship 102, Cancelled

May 9, 2020, World Bonsai Day
May 17, 2020 10am-1pm, Mentorship 101, Cancelled

May 26, 2020 6pm-9pm, BSOP Monthly Meeting, Cancelled

Words From Your President and Vice President

You will always be what makes the BSOP so great — a passionate group of welcoming,
inclusive, and knowledge sharing enthusiasts and friends. The BSOP Executive Board wants
you to know we miss seeing you, providing you with entertaining and fulfilling events, and fa-
cilitating all of the wonderful community and camaraderie in which you partake. We promise to
get BSOP events and operations back to normal at whatever schedule appears prudent, risk
averse, and well informed — but that is difficult to predict.

Our events are on hold and this will likely persist through at least June. The website calen-
dar will be kept up to date and we will let you know of any changes. For now, we trust you are
caring for yourself and the folks who are important in your life. The BSOP Board struggles to
adequately convey the grief and stress we feel to see so many people suffering.

If you are in need of help and support that remains unfulfilled then please reach out to
BSOP through your usual, trusted contacts or use the contact form on our website. Though
many of our regular BSOP activities are on indefinite suspension, it is possible that limited ac-
tivities may continue in alternate formats. Specifically, the BSOP Heritage program is unable to
offer its usual services but referrals and support arrangements may be possible if the scenario is
safe and workable.

BSOP builds great bonsai communities and right now we must pause to make space for the
protection of those communities. Please be well and please be in touch.

Warmly, Joe Johanesen, President Reid Parham, First VP, Programs



BSOP’S ANNUAL FALL SHOW

We have decided to suspend planning for the Fall Show 2020, that was sched-
uled to take place on October 17th. Thanks to everyone who stepped up and
agreed to help out. If social distancing requirements have been lifted and we're
back to a semblance of " normal " in the fall, we'll try to reinstate planning and
see what we can come up with on short notice, so stay tuned!

Best of Health,
Patnice Mornow and Jan Hettich, Fall Show 2020 Co-Chairs

Mentorship 101

To our Mentorship 101 Students and Mentors,

The first half of this year has been a great success and we would like to sin-
cerely thank all of the students and mentors who have participated. Of course, the
current reality of the pandemic has forced major revisions in everyone's plans.
Both the Mentorship Committee and the BSOP Board have concluded that it is
not prudent to plan on resuming our remaining sessions during this year.

The Milwaukee Center remains closed for an indeterminate duration, the
State's stay at home directive remains in place, and both good sense and responsi-
ble health concerns dictate that we be prudent in our planning for the resumption
of normal activities. That said, we are looking at strategies to both resume normal
Mentorship 101 and 102 programs next year, 2021, and also to provide an oppor-
tunity for this year's Mentorship 101 students to continue their full program by
rescheduling the missed sessions during 2021. Details will be forthcoming.

Please do continue to work with your trees. You have learned many of the ba-
sics needed for the trees to thrive and both you and your trees should benefit by
these interactions. We all look forward to continuing the education and
knowledge sharing process as soon as it can be safely done.

Remember- bonsai is great, but at this point there is more to life than great
bonsai.

Stay healthy!
dowand Gneislen



April Haiku
Watch out Mister wren

Kitty could be lurking near
You never know when

Ron Yasenchahk

Painting by Ron
Yasenchak

Kusamono by
Young Choe




IMPORTANT AUCTION INFORMATION

Any BSOP member may sell at our Tuesday night auction.
Items for sale must arrive after 5:30 and BEFORE 6:30pm.

Bring item(s) to Auction Table and complete auction tag.

Print legibly and press hard (to reach 4th page)

Seller ID is your member ID (on back of your badge)

Mark percentage to BSOP (20%, 50%, 100%)

Add brief description of item

Add minimum bid if appropriate (No minimum under $10 please)

Leave auction tag with sale item

If you bring something to sell,

At end of evening, verify that it has sold
If not, take it with you
Items left after meeting become 100% donation to BSOP

Anyone may buy.

Members use member ID number (back of ID badge)

Guests get temporary number from Auction Manager

If you bid on something, verify if you won, then,

Allow 30 minutes for bid posting after auction close
Bring pink copy of auction tags to cashier with payment
Goldenrod STAYS WITH ITEM AT ALL TIMES, acts as buyer’s copy

BSOP Library Policies

BSOP maintains a large lending library of over 1,250 items that are available to all mem-
bers. The library subscribes to the Bonsai magazines including Bonsai Focus, Bonsai & Stone
Appreciation (BCI), International Bonsai and the Journal of the American Bonsai Society.

- Materials may be checked out at regular Tuesday night meetings to be returned at the next
regular Tuesday night meeting.

- Materials may be renewed by the borrower for one additional month.

- All overdue materials must be returned before checking out new ones.

- Lost items must be replaced by the borrower or a fine paid equivalent to replacement cost.
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BRANCH TiPs

BoONsAI TECHNIQUE & PHILOSOPHY

Triple Trunk Redemption

Many years ago, early into my bonsai journey and my attachment to BSOP (those two are
nearly concurrent), I encountered a tree which held me rather spellbound. It was a triple trunk
Mountain Hemlock (Tsuga mertensiana) from club member Edris Stryker. Edris was a die-hard
member of BSOP for many years and lived in Longview, Washington. She and her husband
Ralph regularly made the trek to Portland for meetings and Edris shared her trees at every show.
Ralph was a timber cruiser by trade, so they made it into the hills quite often, I think. This tree
ended up coming home from one of those excursions.

As her bonsai career began to wind down and she had to find new homes for her well-
developed collection, a few folks were interested in this tree, among them her son and myself.
Since her son did not do bonsai, care of
this tree was entrusted to me, somewhere
around 2002. Yes, much longer ago than
I might have imagined.

I have many bonsai now from Edris,
and for every single tree, my first task
was to repot each into a new container.
That usually meant a vessel significantly
larger than its current home. For this par-
ticular tree, it went into an oval, which
meant | had to round the corners so to
speak. I don’t have a photo available for
what it was like when I first received it,
but it was in a generic rectangle from Ja-
pan.

Freeing the tree from the pot was a
huge challenge and Edris used just fir
bark and lava for soil, what we all at
BSOP used at the time. When I did get it
out of the pot, it was literally a brick.
This was my first instance of using a re-
ciprocating saw on a bonsai root ball. To
get into a new pot and free up some
space for new soil, I used the saw to cut
about a % inch slab of packed mud and
root off the bottom. When she saw the result, she was amazed that [ was ever able to get it into
the pot. The result is what you see in the first photo, from 2004. Just beginning my studies with
Boon, you can see one of the very first uses of “Boon Mix” in Portland, with lava, pumice, and
akadama.




Now that I had the tree in a new con-
tainer, my next mission was to style the
tree. Edris didn’t employ too much wire in
her bonsai training, but I obviously do and
you can see the results of the first training
in the 2006 photo. The structure was set
and improved with the foliage fairly well
balanced and thinned out. Mind you, the
tree has probably already been a bonsai
for at least twenty years at this point.

Then it began to fill back in and was
shown at the Japanese Garden Show at
least once during this time period.

From here, I began to acquire more
and bigger trees that took much of my
available time. I realized that, although I
had initially fallen in love with this tree,
the trunks were all of equal size and had
relatively little movement, leaving the
bonsai a bit static, and to me somewhat
boring. Then the worst thing that could
happen struck. I simply didn’t know what
to do to further the design of the tree. |
was at an impasse. That was disaster, be-
cause I then started to lose a little interest
and then I didn’t pay enough attention to
the tree. As a result, the wire started cut-
ting in and the tree started outgrowing its
pot. Notice in the 2013 photo that the tree
is growing roots up out of the pot — those
coils you see on the surface. The top of
the main tree was dying off, being stran-
gled by the wire. At this point, Lee helped
me unwire the tree during one of the Japa-
nese Garden Shows. But I still did not
know what to do.

I did know that it needed to be repotted,
as the tree had lost percolation, the ability
to accept water. That nice big root base
and compacted soil was preventing it
from taking in water, so its health started
to decline. I got the idea to incline the
group to make them slanted to start to get
more movement. So being who I am, I
tried to stuff it into an even smaller pot
and change the angle at the same time. Just the thing to do when is already suffering, eh? I real-
ly had to work the root ball and I barely coaxed it into staying healthy. But I still hadn’t really
solved the percolation problem. I was trying to soak and soak the tree to get enough water in.
Then I hit on the idea of a rope dam. See the “Dam It” article from September 2017 on this very

6



tree. You can see I am still using it in
the last photo here.

After that, the tree was still strug-
gling, but the rope dam helped im-
mensely. In 2018 I pruned out all of
the weak and dead branches so that
the rest could get stronger. In March
of this year it went through a new re-
styling. I slanted the trunks even more
and rotated the group about 10 de-
grees so that the left, lead tree was sig-
nificantly in front of the others. The
trunks have gained in girth and texture
over time, so I decided that any im-
provement [ would attempt there
would only damage the best qualities
of the tree with little gain.

There were no big bends to accen-
tuate, just a soft and gently meander-
ing quality, and that wonderful base. |
haven’t seen a hemlock with such a
developed base, and it is by far the
best quality of the tree. Once I had the
tree tilted, my wife gave me the best feedback, as she always does, and that was to swap the pri-
orities of the number 2 and 3 trees respectively. The left tree had been number 2, but because of
the tilt, it was now almost even in height with the number 3. Why fight it? I shortened the left
trunk and lengthened the right which made a lot more sense.

I began the process of styling the branches without any clear idea of where I was going. It
took quite a bit of time and courage to wind my way through. I worked mostly on the left tree
first, then to the main tree. From there I sort of stair stepped in chunks from left to right, work-
ing up each tree. [ was able to be very disciplined for once and worked on only the main
branches, and maybe a secondary or two, to see what the structure was going to be before get-
ting caught up in any fine detail.

I cut off many, many branches and made not a few into jin. Those tops that died had all
been wired into shapes, so they made nice, attractive jin now. I think that I cut about 60 -70 per-
cent of the foliage off. After awhile, and before I finished the top, I began to wire and style the
secondary and tertiary branches to get a better idea of the movement, length, and density that I
was achieving. I know that hemlocks will bud back decently, so I was not too worried about
generating more foliage. It won’t happen overnight, but quicker than I can imagine, as I found
out the hard way before. The photos of the Front and Right Side give you a better idea of how
the structure plays out. There is a new Vicki Chamberlain pot awaiting in the wings for next
year, when it has recovered from this operation.

I didn’t feel like the final photos really did the tree justice, so I took another from the patio,
looking up into the trees. From here, you get a little bit more of an idea of what I told my wife
Lisa. This is the first time I had ever created something where I felt that I was standing in the
midst of a forest. When she challenged that thought, I clarified to say that unlike most bonsai
that bring us to a solitary place on the mountain where a tree is surviving the rigors of nature,
this composition puts me squarely in an alpine forest, with the light dappling through.
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I now feel like I have come full circle
with this unique tree, propelling it for-
ward to something beyond what maybe
Edris herself had envisioned. It has a way
to go in this current iteration, but it will
be there soon and I can share it with you
all. I feel somewhat now, that I have re-
deemed the trust that Edris placed in me
SO many years ago.

Scott Elaen



Me? Obsessed with trees?

Yes. Yes, | am.

Vaughn Chandler champions the trees, landscapes
and property investments of the customers in his

care. And he's one ofthe many reasonswe've
become the premier sclentific tree and shrub care

company in the world.

e e
EVERY TREE NEEDS A CHAMPION.

portlandbonsaisupply.com
TOOLS - WIRE - SOILS - FERTILIZER - SUPPLIES - POTS

Stock Up Now For Repotting Season
AKADAMA17It....$35
Pre-made Boon Mix 4qt....$11 8 qt....$19

Owner—Steve Leaming stevenleaming@gmail.com 503-750-4552
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Amelanchier, (serviceberry) blooming, ed

174

itor

PRE-BONSAI PLANTS - BONSAI TOOLS
High-fired Pots e Mica & Plastic Training Pots
Wire e Organic Fertilizers
Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8")
Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA

Superior Black Compost e Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16")

Est. 1978

Battle Ground, WA 98604
Phone (360) 687-5641

D Burnett

Need supplies?
Call ahead for delivery
at BSOP meetings.
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Dedicated to growing trees sPechcicaL
19 for bonsai, combining the best of tra-
ditional JaPancsc tcchniqucs with the
proven tec]'mology of the Oregon

nursery industry.
Jn the field:
Japanese Plack pine, Shimpaku
Seots Fine, Shore FPine, Mugo
Trident & Japanese Maples
(Chinese [~ Ims, Japanese Quince
(ime, Crabapples, K orean [Hornbeam

Ancl others. Come see the result of our

ncbari ClCVC]OPmCﬂt PFOCCSS.

Mang varieties of satsuki whips
SHimPaku from 1 gal to field-

grown
Many varicties developed for shohin
styling
T o contact us, Plcase call or emai
Chris & | isa Kirk @
(50%)881-1147 ®
www.tfarms.com

Website at www.telfarms.com
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.. BONSAI SOCIETY
3% of PORTLAND

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR 97223

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.
The Milwaukie Center
5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road
Visitors are always welcome!
Board of Directors

President: Joe Johanesen Ist VP-Programs: Reid Parham

2nd VP-Membership: Patrice Morrow Treasurer: Patty Myrick

Secretary: Laura Hudson Past President: Jan Hettick
Committee Chairs

Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield Newsletter: Peter Pelofske

Auctions: Dane Burrell Portland Nursery Show Reid Parham
Audio/Visual: Lime Allen Photographer: Jim Baggett

Facilities Coordinator: Reid Parham Raffle:

Fall Show: Patrice Morrow & Jan Hettick Social Media: Scott Tice

Formal Display: Scott Elser Spring Show:

Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Summer Picnic: Joe Johanesen
Hospitality: Brandon Mcmullan Vendor Coordinator: Reid Parham
Library: Barbara Devitt, Mir Isaac Volunteer Coordinator: Patrice Morrow

Mentorship: Howard Greisler, Joanne Raiton =~ Webmaster: Karl Holmes
Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org under
Resources/Member Services/Membership Directory
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