Upcoming Events Cancelled i3
BSOP Words From the President

We are still continuing to postpone all events and meeting during the social distancing and
covid worries. I hope everyone is healthy and focusing on their bonsai. Spring is in full effect!

YJoe Yohancicen

This Kusamono contains:
Ophiopogon planiscapus
‘Nigrescens’ (black mondo grass)
Gaultheria procumbens (wintergreen)
Scutellaria sp. (skullcap)

Ophiopogon japonicus ‘Nana’ (dwarf
mondo grass)

Pot: Bill Stufflebeem

Young Choe Kusamono before clean up

Kusamono by
Young Choe
after clean

up...




Masa Furukawa

“With practice, the eyes and the hands become connected, and the beauty of the
bonsai comes from the soul." —Masa Furukawa

The Pacific Bonsai Museum

The Pacific Bonsai Museum has generously shared the latest quarterly edition of their in-
house newsletter with the public, including members of BSOP. The key article features a look
at the late Masa Furukawa, who was a gifted bonsai artist and teacher in the Portland area for
many years. He was awarded the " Bonsai Saikei-Master" certification from the Nippon Bonsai-
Saikei Art Institute in 1971.

The Pacific Bonsai Museum collection includes one of his restored Shore Pine saikeis. This
article addresses many interesting aspects of it's creation and restoration, as well as details of
Masa's life and career in the Portland area. Look for quotes and comments from fellow BSOP
members!

Here's the link to the article; https:/linktr.ee/pacificbonsaimuseum



IMPORTANT AUCTION INFORMATION

Any BSOP member may sell at our Tuesday night auction.
Items for sale must arrive after 5:30 and BEFORE 6:30pm.

Bring item(s) to Auction Table and complete auction tag.

Print legibly and press hard (to reach 4th page)

Seller ID is your member ID (on back of your badge)

Mark percentage to BSOP (20%, 50%, 100%)

Add brief description of item

Add minimum bid if appropriate (No minimum under $10 please)

Leave auction tag with sale item

If you bring something to sell,

At end of evening, verify that it has sold
If not, take it with you
Items left after meeting become 100% donation to BSOP

Anyone may buy.

Members use member ID number (back of ID badge)

Guests get temporary number from Auction Manager

If you bid on something, verify if you won, then,

Allow 30 minutes for bid posting after auction close
Bring pink copy of auction tags to cashier with payment
Goldenrod STAYS WITH ITEM AT ALL TIMES, acts as buyer’s copy

BSOP Library Policies

BSOP maintains a large lending library of over 1,250 items that are available to all mem-
bers. The library subscribes to the Bonsai magazines including Bonsai Focus, Bonsai & Stone
Appreciation (BCI), International Bonsai and the Journal of the American Bonsai Society.

- Materials may be checked out at regular Tuesday night meetings to be returned at the next
regular Tuesday night meeting.

- Materials may be renewed by the borrower for one additional month.

- All overdue materials must be returned before checking out new ones.

- Lost items must be replaced by the borrower or a fine paid equivalent to replacement cost.
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Qs 8 BRANCH TiPs

BoONsAI TECHNIQUE & PHILOSOPHY

Late Spring Tips

Well, here we are, rather stranded by COVID. For many of you, including myself, it has led
to more time with the bonsai. I am really looking forward to seeing the results in your trees with
all of this time at home. I know that my bonsai have really taken off this spring at an unprece-
dented pace and I have been barely been able to juggle repotting, pinching, pruning, styling,
etc... The spring weather certainly has been cooperating with a mild winter and a dryer and
warmer than usual spring. This has accelerated the development calendar by a few weeks so that
buds on different species have emerged and elongated nearly simultaneously, it seems. I barely
get my maples in refinement pinched then the spruce start running and it’s time to pinch them
too. Then there are the firs and hemlocks.

I actually started experimenting with extending my pinching regimen to species I usually just
pruned after hardening. Many of those are now transitioning from a developmental mode into a
refinement mode. Which really means that I am moving from developing the trunks into devel-
oping quality branching, especially on deciduous trees that I have grown from scratch.

Let’s start with fruiting trees. My regular .. -
habit is to prune off any fruit that starts to :
form so that it does not take any energy away
from my primary goal of developing trunks
or branches. However, I was very pleased to
see tiny apples forming on one my shohin
Crabapples in refinement for the first time.
The fruit only develops on second year spurs,
so as I pruned for refinement year after year, I i
was pruning away all the flower buds. This &
was a known tradeoff, but the results are -
worth it. This year I pruned the branches just
past the fruit to check their growth, and am
praying that the tree does not respond by e A
aborting the tiny, quarter inch apples. So far, | ;;,
so good. N

But I regularly prune off all the flowers of &
my plum trees, knowing that a few escape
and develop fruit anyway. These trees are
now getting close to where I would allow
them to develop fruit. However, the fruit
tends to ripen mid-summer when thereisno
one around to share it with, but the birds, so
off it comes. I did get to enjoy the sweet flesh

" 4

—

myself, one year. Full size apples and pears o

pull a lot of energy from the tree. Be wary e f——.

about what you let grow. A refined Sargent’s crabapple with its first crop developing.
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You must also consider how great a target
they make for critters, who seeking suste-
nance, wreak havoc trying to get at your fruit.
A huge black crow landed on a newly repot- |
ted juniper yesterday and I was so glad that it
was both tied into the pot, and tied down to
the bench. I would have hated to lose the new
pot after just a few weeks.

At the time of this writing, most of my
deciduous trees have hardened off their initial |
growth and are continuing to push. I have
some of the aforementioned shohin crabap-
ples in development that have rather tall
spikes of growth (3 feet) to thicken up the
trunks. Because I am developing them as
shohin, the pots are still small, so the wind
likes to blow them over. In the past, I took
this as a cue to repot the tree into a larger pot.

The problem is that the tree does not have
enough foliage mass to take up all of the wa-
ter that a larger pot will hold and they stay
too wet. Since I am growing these trees in
terra cotta pots, one of the simplest ways to
handle this is to simple place it inside a pot of
the next size up, them just a quick wire
around to keep everything together. This has
proved very effective and set me up perfectly
when I prune off the sacrificial spur, being
left with a small tree again.

Placing tall plants inside of a second
container to prevent blowing over.

The same shohin tree in development under all
those long branches.

My fertilizing has been a little off this year. [ haven’t
really started until now, because I wanted to keep my

j trees more in refinement. However, there are some trees
7, % that I really want to make some hard prunes on to redi-
/ rect growth and initiate a dynamic and profuse response.
: Those I should have been fertilizing since they first
started growing. My mistake in the past has been to
make a big prune without fertilizing appropriately. The

consistent. So, while I want to prune really badly, I am
going to wait a few weeks and build up their strength.

What I do have going well for me is that I did fertilize
strongly in the fall, which is why everything has pushed
# so well this spring. I will start by pruning my Japanese
; 'maples, the ones that I want to keep in refinement. With
— ~ those, I have already pinched, and pinched, and pinched
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again, as new growth continues to respond to previous pinches, from strong to medium to weak.

Now that it is hardening off, I am going to take off one leaf of the any pair of leaves, and
leave only one internode, unless it is impossibly short (less than a quarter to half inch, depend-
ing on tree size). Generally speaklng, the tree does nothmg in response. We are gettlng more
light to each leaf that is left, so it is doing just & . . -
fine and it is happy to stay rlght there for the
rest of the year.

However, if we want to elicit a growth re-
sponse, for a new set of growth, we can go
back and cut each remaining leaf in half. Re-
member, anything that is left is still photosyn-
thesizing. So instead of complete defoliation,
you end up with about 75%, which should
stimulate the tree to put out new growth. You
can apply this principle to most deciduous, and
even some broadleaved evergreen trees. How-
ever, we usually only do this on larger leaved
varieties. See the example of the cherry in the
photo.

A cherry, pruned, then leaves further
defoliated by cutting in half.

We also need to address watering at some point here. This is the most critical time of year
for watering. We have a lot of factors that are in continual flux until things sort of settle down
to a regular routine in early summer. As the trees push their buds out, they begin to use more
water. Sometimes an immense quantity in just one day. All of the new foliage the tree is adding
does not have a cuticle formed, so it can lose moisture rapidly. We have to be spot on with wa-
ter until the foliage hardens off and is able to retain moisture consistently.

The next challenge we have with water is the darned weather. It rains, then it’s hot, then it
rains some more. Trees with a heavy canopy may not receive that much water. I have a large
Norway Spruce that sits under the neighbor’s Norway Maple and both the maple and spruce’s
own canopies prevent it from receiving much rain water. The neighbors must think that I am
crazy, out there watering just one tree when the rain has been going on for hours.

I find that even after raining all morning, that some trees need water in the afternoon, just
because they are growing and transpiring rapidly. And the more developed a tree, the more wa-
ter it will need. And now, here is where caution needs to step in. Once we start pruning, defoli-
ating, etc..., the amount of water the tree needs with temporarily decrease. Also, as the tree
hardens off, its need for water will decrease, so we really need to pay attention every day to its
changing requirements.

Since the leaves on most of our trees are beginning to harden off, this is also a great time to
make air-layers and make large, hard cuts to the trunk or branches. Now that trees are back into
an energy positive, where the brand-new leaves that they have just invested in can pay back, the
tree is in a position to make a positive response to drastic action. In the case of air layers, the
tree can use these new leaves to power the generation of new roots. In the case of drastic trunk
chops and defoliating, and drastic pruning, the tree has recharged its batteries so that it can
channel energy into generating new buds, redirecting growth, or compartmentalizing and heal-
ing wounds.



What do we mean by hardened off? You will see the color of the leaves change and the
leaves become firmer. This will start at the base of the branch then continue out to the newest
leaves. If we have allowed a shoot to elongate and it has, say, ten leaves on it, we can start to
prune back anytime we have four or five leaves at the base that have already hardened off.
That’s all we need.

Be aware when you prune that many species will not generate a bud from the first leaf or
two. These basal leaves are usually small and it can be better to just remove them, rather than
rely on them. They are often a totally different shape than the regular leaves. But sure then, to
end up with at least two good leaves when pruning, whether at the same node with species of
opposite leaves, like maples, or two separate nodes in alternating leaved species (Almost eve-
rything else but maples).

And finally, I know this is getting long, be ready for the water shift in the summer. As we
mentioned, plants will begin to harden off and reduce their water usage. Some plants also shift
into semi-dormancy, further reducing their water usage. Another shift will occur any time we
perform decandling or defoliation techniques. Each tree is different and will shift at different
times.

Have a great, growing spring. I look forward to seeing all of you and your bonsai results
soon.

Secott Elsen

May Haiku
Satsuki best in May

Flowers bloom both pink and white
What more can you say

Ron Yasenchak

Painting by Ron
Yasenchak




Me? Obsessed with trees?

Yes. Yes, | am.

Vaughn Chandler champions the trees, landscapes
and property investments of the customers in his
care. And he's one ofthe many reasonswe've
become the premier sclentific tree and shrub care

company in the world.

e e
EVERY TREE NEEDS A CHAMPION.

We are always here for your bonsai needs
Check out the NEW online store - Same address

portlandbonsaisupply.com

Selected Tools and Supplies



Malus, (crabapple) blooming, editor

PRE-BONSAI PLANTS - BONSAI TOOLS
High-fired Pots e Mica & Plastic Training Pots

Wire e Organic Fertilizers
Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8")
Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA

Superior Black Compost ¢ Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”)

Est. 1978

Battle Ground, WA 98604
Phone (360) 687-5641

D Burnett

Need supplies?
Call ahead for delivery
at BSOP meetings.
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Dedicated to growing trees sPeChCicaL
19 for bonsai, combining the best of tra-
ditional Japancsc techniqucs with the
proven teci'mology of the Oregon

nursery industrg.

Jn the field:

Japanese Plack pine, Shimpaku
Seots Fine, Shore FPine, Mugo
Trident & Japanese Maples
(Chinese [~ Ims, Japanese Quince
(ime, Crabapples, K orean [Hornbeam

And others. Come see the result of our

ncbari dcvc]opment PFOCCSS.

Mang varieties of satsuki whips
S!ﬂmpaku from 1 gal to field-

grown
Many varicties developed for shohin
styling
T o contact us, Please call or emai
Chris & | isa Kirk @
(50%)881-1147 ®
www.tfarms.com

Website at www.telfarms.com




.. BONSAI SOCIETY
3% of PORTLAND

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR 97223

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.
The Milwaukie Center
5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road
Visitors are always welcome!
Board of Directors

President: Joe Johanesen Ist VP-Programs: Reid Parham

2nd VP-Membership: Patrice Morrow Treasurer: Patty Myrick

Secretary: Laura Hudson Past President: Jan Hettick
Committee Chairs

Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield Newsletter: Peter Pelofske

Auctions: Dane Burrell Portland Nursery Show Reid Parham
Audio/Visual: Lime Allen Photographer: Jim Baggett

Facilities Coordinator: Reid Parham Raffle:

Fall Show: Patrice Morrow & Jan Hettick Social Media: Scott Tice

Formal Display: Scott Elser Spring Show:

Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Summer Picnic: Joe Johanesen
Hospitality: Brandon Mcmullan Vendor Coordinator: Reid Parham
Library: Barbara Devitt, Mir Isaac Volunteer Coordinator: Patrice Morrow

Mentorship: Howard Greisler, Joanne Raiton =~ Webmaster: Karl Holmes
Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org under
Resources/Member Services/Membership Directory
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