
  

Upcoming Events Cancelled  Summer 
2020 

July Words From the President 
With the COVID-19 virus statistics continuing to fluctuate we are currently still canceled 

for all events and meeting.  We hope the world gets to a place where we can all meet and con-
tinue to network, share our bonsai trees, supplies and knowledge again.   Things will probably 
never be the same as we were but hopefully better soon.    

Joe Johanesen 

Mentorship 101 and 102  
Yes, it has been long and annoying! But we’re healthy, presumably, and most likely our trees are as 

well. They may be a bit behind in their advancement, but we can overcome that. If our K-12 students 
and university students can catch up, we can too. The current plan, or at least hope, is to resume both 
Mentorship 101 and 102 at the start of 2021. This depends entirely on the status of the coronavirus, 
the public health recommendations, and the potential reopening of the Milwaukie Center. As we move 
forward we will finalize and announce the plans.  

At this point, we hope to announce registration for Mentorship 101 in October, with classes begin-
ning in January. Mentorship 102 does not require registration and we hope to resume that program in 
early 2021 as well.  

In the meantime, there is no reason to not accumulate knowledge and work with your trees. There 
are many sources of information online and in publications. Unfortunately, this is not peer reviewed 
science. Choose your sources carefully. Some available reliable sources include the blogs Bon-
saitonight.com, cratagus.com, and bonsai4me.com. An excellent and easy to use book is the newly 
published Bonsai Heresies by Michael Hagedorn. And the excellent series of instructional videos from 
Ryan Neil’s live.bonsaimirai.com includes a series designed more for beginners as well as many more 
advanced videos. This is by no means an exhaustive list.  

For specific questions, do not hesitate to contact either me or others on the Mentorship Com-
mittee. Hope to see you all soon in a safe and healthy environment! The roots and the ramifications of 
both our knowledge and our trees will expand then, count on it!  

Howard  
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Weedageddon  
I hope that everyone is having a great summer and that your bonsai are doing well. I know 

that I have really missed the BSOP meetings and am anxious to get back at it and see you all. In 
the meantime, I have been hard at work, pruning, watering, fertilizing, and spraying. Occasional-
ly I do the bonsai shuffle, either chasing or avoiding the sun, all to keep my trees maximizing 
their growth and health at this time of year.  

One of the biggest challenges that I have 
faced over years is keeping my trees weed 
free. Last year I vowed to kick my arch neme-
sis, pearlwort, in the you know what. He took 
it on the chin and it certainly was a knock 
down, but not completely out. I am back at it 
this summer with tweezers in hand. The chal-
lenge being too many trees and too little time. 
That, and the fact that open, well-watered bon-
sai soil provides ideal conditions for weeds to 
proliferate. When things get out of hand, it’s 
time to break out the big guns and leave no 
weed unscathed. Last year I began some experi-
ments that were very successful, so I wanted 
to share the results with you here.   

The idea started forming in my head when 
I recalled that the First Lady of Shohin, Anne 
Spencer, mentioned that she used a small 
paintbrush to apply Roundup (Glyphsophate) 
to individual leaves of weeds to kill them. I 
am not sure of any other conditions, but her 
collection was immaculate, so whatever she 
did, worked. That said, my first line of de-
fense against weeds is always the tweezer. 
Angled tweezers to be exact. You need one 
with a broader head so that it does not merely 
cut the weed off. The first test of my recent 
carpal tunnel surgery was in fact, a 45-minute 
session of pulling weeds, pain free. Not some-
thing I could do before, but now my excuse is 
gone (Doh!)  

But then life does randomly, and all-too often, get in the way of best intentions and we are 
overwhelmed by the weed onslaught. I knew that I did not have time to use a paint brush (in pre-
vious years I tried a wide, flat brush, which did work, but lacked control), so I thought I would  

Beginnings of a pearlwort invasion. Tiny 
green stars with satellites forming. 

Total infestation in a pot. 
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try a little mini roller, that you might 
use in painting small projects. I am in-
cluding a photo here so that you can 
see my set-up. The roller is only about 
3 inches wide.   

At this point, I have to put in a dis-
claimer. This is what I consider a very 
dangerous and risky procedure. Use it 
with caution. Many, many years ago I 
tried Roundup on a wisteria to kill 
some weeds and ended up slowly kill-
ing the tree. I made two critical mis-
takes at that time. The first is that I 
used a spray bottle. That meant that I 
had an excess of chemical that was able 
to penetrate into the soil, and down to 
the roots. Secondly, all my wisteria sit 
in tubs of water during the summer. That excess of water, I believe, acted like a wick and pulled 
the Roundup into the soil mass. That is something that does not happen in regular application. 
The combination was deadly. I knew 
going into it this time that it was going 
to be risky, but sometimes you need a 
calculated risk to come out on top. En-
ter in the roller, which I could use to 
apply the chemical in smaller, evenly 
controlled amounts.   

Roundup works on contact with the 
leaf surface, so once it hits the soil and 
dries, it becomes basically inert. I can’t 
speak any more authoritatively on that 
aspect. But the leaves absorb the 
chemical which is then translocated 
down to the roots, eventually killing 
the plant. This process can take several 
weeks, so don’t expect immediate re-
sults. I use this method on Pearlwort. 
Sagina procumbens, also goes by the 
name of Irish or Scotch Moss (not a true moss), but you can use it on any weed. But not moss. 
That is what is so great about Roundup in particular for this use is that it only works on higher 
order plants, but not moss. Your moss stays nice and green.  

Roundup has been a source of controversy for a long time, and I must let you know that af-
ter many years, there was a recent successful lawsuit about Roundup. I have no details on that, 
so you can research this if you like. I always wear protective equipment, like nitrile gloves and 
protective eyeglasses when applying the chemical. For dilution, the easiest thing to do is use 
what you might already have mixed up in a sprayer for landscape applications. If not, use the 
proportions stated on the label. Use the minimum amount of chemical needed to cover the 
weeds. I roll it out onto the weed and go back and forth in different directions to make sure I get 
it covered. Warning, you will get lots of debris on the roller and in the tray, but it doesn’t really 
matter.  

Roller and tray set up. The coke can is just for 
size comparison. 

Dead pearlwort and green moss. 
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The first thing that I do in the process is to make sure 
that the trees are well watered. The last thing I want is to 
come back and water my trees five minutes after applying 
a chemical of any kind. I water first, so that any chemical 
applied to the surface of the pot or to the leaves has a 
chance to thoroughly dry. Don’t apply the chemical on 
rainy days as it will wash off, making it useless and pos-
sibly harming your trees. There are other weeds that this 
can this can be applied to, like oxalis (clover) and violets. 
All three of these weeds have deep tap roots and tend to 
tear off when you pull them. Killing them chemically al-
lows you to come back later and pull out the remains 
cleanly. This brings up another crucial point. Once the 
weeds are dead, you still have to remove their brown car-
casses, but it very easy to do at this point.   

You might be reading along and at this point, or much 
earlier, thought that I am really, really crazy. Well, the 
idea is strong enough that Roundup actually makes a 
product that works in a similar way. It looks like a large 
underarm deodorant stick. I found it on the shelf at Wilco 
and thought I needed to give it a try just for this article. It 
works similar to some deodorants. You turn the knob on 
the end until a gel pops out of the many holes, which you 
then smear on to the leaves of the weed of your choice. I 
don’t think that it works nearly as well as the small paint 
roller. Plus, you can’t really tell how well that you are 
getting it on the weeds. I think the product is doomed an-
yway.  

If you are a person who will get down on your knees 
to put that particular product on a weed in your lawn, you 
are probably a person who will just pull the weed out 
while you are there. I am not expecting it to be the next 
big fad in gardening. Which brings me full circle to my 
weed maxim. Tweezers are still your best friend and 
number one weapon in the fight against weed tyranny.   

Scott Elser 

The aftermath of wholesale 
pearlwort slaughter 

Roundup gel 
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In Memoriam 
Recently we have received the sad news that longtime honorary member Gene Gold 

passed away on July 11. Gene joined BSOP back in 1993, and was always heavily involved 
in the activities of the club, however always behind the scenes. Then a few years ago the 
combination of poor health plus the pressures of his other love, (he was a very talented wood 
carver,) directed him away from bonsai to focusing on his wood carving. It is not possible to 
know the number of ways he assisted the club.  

For example, without any fanfare, for both our 2003 and 2007 PNBCA conventions, he 
provided a tree from his family nursery, and scissors for each registrant, thus at our opening 
program we were able to have everyone design their tree, which proved to be very popular. 
(About 130 trees and scissors for each convention.) In 2002 PNBCA was newly formed, 
without any assets, and struggling. Gene was preparing to leave on a mission for his church, 
so gave his bonsai collection to PNBCA. The trees were sold for over $30,000, which give 
them a big boost. Trees were also donated to the Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection.  

In addition to these large monetary donations he also quietly donated his time, talent, and 
nursery facilities. In those days most workshops included a tree, which meant that the club 
continually possessed trees which had to be maintained and stored. In setting up the work-
shops, when it came time to round up the trees it usually meant a call to Gene, because they 
were probably in one of his greenhouses where he was taking care of them. For more than 
fifteen years he made a monthly four hour trip up to care for the trees at the Pacific Rim Col-
lection. Riding up with him on these trips provided time for long conversations which re-
vealed his depth, and showed what a fine person he was. He made the world a better place.  

Bob Laws 

Scissors from the 2007 PNBCA convention still in use by the editor 
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Trees For Sale 
Deciduous and evergreen, moderately priced, variety of sizes as seen previously at monthly 
meetings. Serissas are flowering and vigorous now.  
Call 503 704 3891 to see the trees. Please wear your mask.  

Editor 

Alaskan Yellow Cedar from Crataegus.com. In Michael’s words, “Incidentally…This 
species has been in an identity crisis lasting over a century. It appears related 
to Cupressus because of the cones, but also resembles Chamaecyparis due to the flat-
tened sprays. We’ll leave such tussles up the taxonomists; it’s usually 
called Cupressus nootkatensis but you can also find it listed as Callitropsis nootkaten-
sis, a lovely if little used tree for bonsai native to the Pacific Northwest.”  

Go to Michael’s blog on Alaska Yellow Cedar—Styling, Potting, and Refinement for 
the full story and all the photos.  
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July Haiku 
Spires climb higher  

Thunder claps, then lightning strikes  
Forest on fire.  

Ron Yasenchak   

Ron found this stone 
during a jetboat ride on the 
Rogue River.    

Hand carved daiza by 
Ron Yasenchak 

Hydrangea Kusamono by Young Choe , June 2019 
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Portland Bonsai Supply 

We are always here for your bonsai needs 

Check out the NEW online store -  Same address 

portlandbonsaisupply.com 

   Selected Tools and Supplies  
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PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifical-

ly for bonsai, combining the best of tra-

ditional Japanese techniques with the 

proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-

grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 
Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

Lodgepole 
pine soak-
ing up hot 
July sun,  

editor 
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  
The Milwaukie Center 

5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 

Visitors are always welcome! 
Board of Directors 
President: Joe Johanesen  1st VP-Programs: Reid Parham 
2nd VP-Membership: Patrice Morrow Treasurer: Patty Myrick  
Secretary: Laura Hudson  Past President: Jan Hettick  
Committee Chairs 
Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield  Newsletter: Peter Pelofske   
Auctions:  Dane Burrell  Portland Nursery Show Reid Parham 
Audio/Visual: Lime Allen Photographer: Jim Baggett  
Facilities Coordinator: Reid Parham Raffle:   
Fall Show: Patrice Morrow & Jan Hettick Social Media: Scott Tice  
Formal Display: Scott Elser  Spring Show:  
Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Summer Picnic: Joe Johanesen  
Hospitality: Brandon Mcmullan Vendor Coordinator: Reid Parham 
Library: Barbara Devitt, Mir Isaac Volunteer Coordinator: Patrice Morrow 
Mentorship:  Howard Greisler, Joanne Raiton  Webmaster: Karl Holmes  

Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org under  
Resources/Member Services/Membership Directory  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 

http://www.portlandbonsai.org/

