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Upcoming Events Septeoer

Monthly Meeting:
September 28, 6pm, Milwaukie Center Pavilion

President’s Report

Greetings BSOP,

I've just returned from the US National Bonsai Exhibition in Rochester, New York, and it
was fantastic to see the bonsai community thriving as well as see several BSOP members at the
show! A very special congratulations to Dennis Vojtilla, who won Best Deciduous with his out-
standing Washington Hawthorn. This is 3 in a row for Dennis and is very well deserved!

Due to continuing complications of the pandemic with the delta variant, the board has been
looking for alternative ways to meet this fall while keeping our membership safe. Being the
largest club in the country, our membership size makes this extra challenging. After consulting
with some of our members who are board certified physicians, we have decided to move our
September meeting outdoors and require masks. This greatly reduces the risks while still giving
us an opportunity to meet as a large group. For those who are not comfortable meeting in per-
son just yet, we will be streaming these in-person meetings online. In October, we'll likely do
another outdoor meeting, but probably on a Saturday to make use of daylight. More info on that
to come. In the meantime we hope to see you online or in person on September 28th at 6pm un-
der the pavilion at the Milwaukie Center. Lee Cheatle will be giving us a program that I'm sure
we won't want to miss.

Here in my garden at RAKUYO, we've started working on the few conifers that [ have
around, as this is a very good time to begin wiring most conifers like Junipers, Spruce, Hem-
lock, Single-Flush Pines. Now that the heat has mostly come and gone for the year, working on
these conifers now gives them some time to recover from any operations like heavy bending.
While detail work on conifers with small sized wires can happen almost any time, from now
until repotting, it's best to do all the big bends now to give them some time to recover before the
end of the growing season. For deciduous bonsai, we wait to work on them until we start seeing
some color change in the foliage. More on that in our next newsletter.

Hope everyone is staying safe and healthy, and I'm really looking forward to some rainy
days as are the trees in the landscape.

Cheers,
Andrew Robson,
BSOP President



Our Summer get together was
held in the picnic area of the Milwau-
kie Senior Center. There were three
demonstrations during the morning
by Andrew Robson, Lee Cheatle and
John Eads. An attentive audience
learned valuable bonsai tips.

There were a number of vendors
selling both trees in various stages of
development and pots of different
styles. Buyers were able to look at
many tables before making their se-
lections.

It was a good opportunity to visit
with bonsai friends. And breakfast.
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Pacific Northwest Bonsai Museum Show ‘World War Bonsai’
At Federal Way, WA, now through October 2021

On August 27, club members Tony Hackenbruck, Michael Babbit, Ellen Bartholomew and I
attended a reception for the currant show “World War Bonsai.” My late uncle, Ted Tsukiyama
was, among others, honored by their family stories and bonsai experiences. In this timely show,
the living power of bonsai punctuates the exhibit with hope and resilience.

Aarin Packard and the NW Bonsai Museum have created a deep meaningful bonsai experi-
ence. Don’t miss it; your bonsai spirit will be moved and inspired. Masnk Voasbnuink

While in the area, visit Asia Pacific Bonsai, owned by Robert Cho, in Kent, WA

BSOP MEMBER BENEFITS

From the BSOP Policy and Guidelines; Personal one-time ads for such things as home sales
may be presented to the Membership Chair for distribution via email on a space/time available
basis. Please allow a minimum of 14 days notice.

Contact Patrice Morrow/ Membership Chair, at morrowpatrice3@gmail.com with your message
that is prepared and ready to be sent, along with your desired date of distribution. This will be sent to all
members of BSOP, except for those that have opted out of club emails.

Realistically, I often can process these in a more timely manner than the 2 weeks mentioned above,
but please plan ahead as much as feasible. Approval of content and timing are at the discretion of the
Membership Chair. This service is intended for bonsai related messaging.

Advertising in the monthly newsletter can be arranged for members. Please contact me for details.
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Why judge bonsai?
All in the Eye of the Beholder

By Kath Hughes, UK Photos courtesy Malcolm Hughes
Part Two

The reasons why we exhibit our trees are as various as are the types of trees we own. Some
of us are club members and the pinnacle of our ambition is to see our club exhibit prove itself
against other club exhibits. Many of us are individualists looking to own the very best tree;
maybe we spent vast sums to import it from Japan, or perhaps we nurtured it for many, many
years from a seedling or a cutting, or like most of us, purchased first or second rate potential
material, and hopefully proved ourselves by producing a masterpiece. Whatever your method,
our aims are very similar—an Award of Merit, a First in its Class, or maybe even Best in Show.

It takes a long, long time to get there even if we spent lots on money. Do we know how to
exhibit that tree to full advantage? Is it properly prepared for showing? Is it in the correct pot?
Or even is the pot clean and weed free? What about a stand to display it on—is it the right size
and color? Do we need a scroll and an accent plant to display with it—if so what is the right
kind? Oh, so many things to think about before we are ready to display.

This is just for individual trees standing alone on a bench or in a Tokonoma. What if is to be
part of much larger display for your club or even part of a National exhibit? This adds further
dimensions —what about the relation to all the other trees exhibited, size, color, direction of
movement, proximity to each other—all these are more things to puzzle over. It seems endless
and overwhelming when you think about it for the first time.

Making rules for doing all these things can be incredibly restrictive. Rules are not flexible
by their very nature and if you are too rigid, creativity cannot flourish. However judging with-
out some form of rules is chaos. Balancing rules against innovation is a pervasive problem in all
of life. As ageism is pervasive and entrenched in our society, so elitism is pervasive in bonsai
‘culture’. Bonsai should teach us balance, and as experience grows the many exceptions and
variations gradually invalidate the rules and, by the same experience the rules become less
needed. The same thing applies to judging; rules are inflexible, so maybe what we require are
guidelines that we can learn from until we reach that pinnacle of experience where recognizing
good from bad becomes as much a learned reflex as driving your car—you do not have to think
what gear is appropriate or when to apply the brakes—it has become automatic. So does judg-
ing bonsai—you just need those guidelines and lots and lots of practice.

In the near future we are going to give you those guidelines and plenty of time to practice.
For now just test yourself. How much do you know already? How good is your ‘Bonsai Eye’?

Bonsai exhibitions range from international events to local society shows. They range from
purely local club shows, where the trees are judged against each other but at a fairly basic level,
to reward members for improving standards and to try to raise the level of the club exhibit to a
higher quality. The actual standard of display and presentation can often leave considerable
scope for improvement.

Look at the images on these pages and be the judge. They are actual club exhibits at local
shows, the standard varies enormously. Be critical and decide which trees should not have been
displayed and why? Which displays lacked form and presentation and why, what’s wrong?
They are all in some way inappropriate






What has ruined the chances of the trees in
photos 1 to 3?7 A tree that should not be there?
A very misguided positioning of something?
Or even an extraordinary choice of color. It’s
the trees you are meant to look at.

In photos 4 and 5 could we squeeze any
more on and oh, those drapes? Quality of
trees? What happened to the backdrop, didn’t
they buy enough?

10 That’s somewhat better in photos 6 and 7 but the feature trees at each end are so unti-
dy—get your scissors out. Some lessons in tree trimming are sorely needed.

Look at photo 8. Don’t try and squeeze that extra one on, each tree deserves its own
space. Same problem in photo 9, and how on earth did that larch get there?

Photo 10 looks like a beginners’ stand. Why on earth did they enter?
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Photos 11 and 12 are not exactly bonsai, but should you try and exhibit so much? The ac-
cent in photo 11 was displayed with a beautiful juniper but isn’t it a little bit ‘twee’, or even
Beatrix Potter?

Now let us look at some displays, recognized as ‘Good’ or ‘Excellent’ at local or even na-
tional horticultural shows. This is where your trees are part of an exhibit that will be judged
against a whole range of horticultural exhibits that can range from flowers, vegetables or even
horticultural sculptures on a grand scale. Here, the judges have a great deal of experience of
display techniques, but how much do they know about the art of bonsai?

The exhibits are judged by a panel of judges who each have an expertise in different catego-
ries of plants. This does not make them all experts in bonsai but they are all experts in displays
and exhibitions. The judging panel will have a bonsai expert in the position of advisor to the
rest of the panel. That panel is presented with all kinds of exhibits that seemingly have nothing
in common aside from being a great eye catching spectacle for the general public to admire in
their thousands.

Why do we compete in this strange competitive field? Well in the U.K. and many other
countries, horticultural shows are a huge part of the Summer Season, visited and admired by
millions. Bonsai in most countries lacks public exposure; in many instances it is ignored by the
media, so how do we get public acclaim by exhibiting at these events where, if we reach the
right standard, we can win Gold Awards, worth at least £500.00 each, monies not acquired easi-
ly elsewhere. It is well worthwhile learning the skills of not just displaying trees, but displaying
them to their greatest advantage.

What a selection we have in photos 13 to 20—these are all from Royal Horticultural Socie-
ty displays in the U.K. and both of the bonsai stands won a Gold Award.

What do you make of this Bonsai in a display garden? Photo 21. What do you judge, the
bonsai or the oriental garden? They are not good bonsai, are they? You will surely be pleased to
know they only got a bronze award.






Judging takes so many forms it would be useful to have basic ground rules, something to
steer your judgements in the right direction. Long lists of checkpoints with marks out of 5, 10
or even 20, takes hour upon hour to complete; you could still be judging two days after the
Show is over! We have to practise; expertise has to be learned and decisions made quickly,
even when we have to judge each bonsai exhibit of single trees with stand, accent plant, scroll
or maybe even a shohin composition.

What are we looking for now in photos 22 to 24? Perfect trees of course, but what else? Is
that the correct accent to go with that tree? Should a flowering lowland accent be displayed
with a mountain tree? Is the stand the right size or color? Is that scroll even vaguely appropri-
ate? So many questions, so many things that can mar perfection.
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Lastly, back where we started with bonsai trees; no hidden extras to confuse the issue. Pho-
tos 25 to 33. Are they good enough for exhibition? If not, why not?

Next time we’ll try and give you some answers and hope that this assists you in a better un-
derstanding of the judging process or even make you into proficient judges.







Ed. Note: The next installment in this series on judging bonsai will be a set of guidelines that
clubs and individuals can download and use to evaluate and judge trees in local shows. The em-
phasis will be on criteria that will allow for efficient and impartial appraisal within a reasonable
amount of time. Dr. Malcolm Hughes, the writer of this third article on Judging Bonsai, is a
judge of long experience in the UK and internationally. In the UK, he is one of very few, fully
accredited Royal Horticultural Society Judges of Bonsai.
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Gronty forest in Gryfino, West Pom-
erania, Poland. 400 pines planted in
1930 and a mystery. Big Cs are a
nono, so not correct bonsai bends.

September Haiku

Pure sunshine all day
How beautiful rocks are made
Leaf shadows at play.

Ron Yasenchak

Trees For Sale

Evergreens include native, Shimpaku
and Itoigawa junipers, black and lodge-
pole pines, mountain hemlock and spruc-
es, moderately priced, variety of sizes
from hold in your hand to all one person
wants to carry. Also varieties of maples,
varieties of elms and accent plants.

Plums, maples and elms are are
showing fall color.

Call 503 704 3891 to see the trees.
Editon

July Haiku

Summer means hiking
Camp out among grass meadows
Coyotes yapping.

Ron Yasenchak

PRE-BONSAI PLANTS - BONSAI TOOLS
High-fired Pots e Mica & Plastic Training Pots
Wire e Organic Fertilizers
Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8")

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA
Superior Black Compost e Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16")

Est. 1978

Battle Ground, WA 98604
Phone (360) 687-5641

D Burnett

Need supplies?
Call ahead for delivery
at BSOP meetings.
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Me? Obsessed with trees?
Yes. Yes, | am.

2 Vaughn Chandler champions the trees, landscapes

§ 1.3 {» and property investments of the customers in his
care. And he's one ofthe many reasonswe've
become the premier sclentific tree and shrub care

company in the world.
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EVERY TREE NEEDS A CHAMPION.

Portland Bonsai Supply is now an authorized
dealer for Joshua Roth & Ryuga Bonsai Tools
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Check out all the new items at
portlandbonsaisupply.com

Bonsai for Everyone at Every Level
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.. BONSAI SOCIETY
3% of PORTLAND

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR 97223

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.
The Milwaukie Center
5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road
Visitors are always welcome!
Board of Directors

President: Andrew Robson Ist VP-Programs: Reid Parham
2nd VP-Membership: Patrice Morrow Treasurer: Brandon Mcmullin
Secretary: Brandon Myren Past President: Joe Johanesen
Committee Chairs

Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield Newsletter: Peter Pelofske
Auctions: Dane Burrell Portland Nursery Show Reid Parham
Audio/Visual: Reid Parham Photographer: Jim Baggett
Facilities Coordinator: Reid Parham Raffle:

Fall Show: Social Media: Scott Tice

Formal Display: Scott Elser Spring Show:

Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Summer Picnic: Joe Johanesen
Hospitality: Brandon Mcmullan Vendor Coordinator: Reid Parham
Library: Barbara Devitt Volunteer Coordinator:

Mentorship: Howard Greisler, Joanne Raiton =~ Webmaster: Karl Holmes
Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org under
Services/Members Only/Membership Directory

16



http://www.portlandbonsai.org/

