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Upcoming Events o "

Virtual BSOP Meeting: The Zoom link will be included in an all member email, and avail-
able on the BSOP website.

November 24, 2020 7pm Business meeting. Andrew Robson discusses seasonal deciduous
work.

November Words From the President

During this month live stream we will be voting the next board of directors. Members, be
sure to log in and attend to get your vote counted.

Hopefully everyone has a great fall with your trees and enjoyed autumn colors.

%Joe Yohancien

The BSOP Private Auction Returns!

If you were able to check out the October auction on Facebook, you know it was
a fun opportunity to buy and sell some interesting bonsai related items. If you
missed it, make a note to participate this month!

What: BSOP Private Bonsai Auction on Facebook

When: Monday, November 16™ to Saturday, November 21

Time: Auction opens at 9:00am, PST on Monday and closes at 4:00pm, PST on
Saturday

You must have a Facebook account and be a BSOP member in order to partici-
pate. Please read all information on the page for guidelines relating to auction
participation! Go to Facebook and search “BSOP Private Auction” to find the page
and request admittance. Questions to Patrice Morrow at tm4170399@aol.com.

Hope to see you there!
Patnice Motsiow, Membership Chair


mailto:tm4170399@aol.com

CHECK IT OUT!

During these isolating days of COVID 19, it’s nice to find inspiration in one of the
many bonsai related videos available on the internet. This recent one by Bjorn Bjornholm of
Eisei-en Bonsai, situated outside of Nashville, Tennessee, sure fits the bill. It showcases some
of his world-class bonsai ( and guitars! ). The music’s pretty sweet, too.
https://youtu.be/LtfmobaNvbs



https://youtu.be/LtfmobaNvbs

Another photo by Bjorn Bjornholm of Eisei-en Bonsai.
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BoNsAI TECHNIQUE & PHILOSOPHY

Bud Size for Health

Now that fall has come in full force and we are surging into winter, it may seem that be-
cause we have no leaves that we have no way of determining the strength of our trees. In reali-
ty, we have all the information that we need tied up in the buds that are already set for next
year. I don’t think that it was until I started doing bonsai that I realized that all trees set their
buds for the next year not in the spring when they elongate, but throughout the year. If you have
ever pinched a spruce tree you can already feel next year’s terminal bud in that brand new,
bright green growth. If we make a close examination of the winter buds on each branch, we can
tell exactly how strong it is, where we can prune, and exactly what to expect come next spring.

First off, any branching that we see at this point is a result of the strength that a tree had last
spring, and on through the summer. It is not a direct reflection of the current strength and health
of an individual branch or tree at this time. For instance, a tree could have grown poorly in
spring, but you adjusted your water balance, fertilizer, etc... and the tree recovered and became
strong. That will be demonstrated by robust buds. Conversely, a tree could have grown strongly
in the spring, but then ran into problems later in the year. That would be shown in strong
branches, but weak new buds right now. As we prune, wire, and otherwise care for our trees,
evaluating bud strength becomes crucial. Here is a list of points to consider, in rank of im-
portance;

1. Number of buds at one location
2. Total number of buds on a branch
3. Length of the bud

4. Diameter of the bud

5. Color of the bud

I have quite a few examples to walk you through for both deciduous and coniferous trees.
Keep in mind that we can’t cover all trees, and that species vary wildly in their behavior. But
these principles are pretty consistent. Take a quick look at a tree. Pines would be the most obvi-
ous if you have one. The buds will tend to be very strong at the top and weaker as you work
down the tree and into the interior. A strong branch will have multiple buds in a single location,
and they will be large.

Think of bud strength as total mass of the buds that are present. The more bud mass you
have, the stronger the branch. One branch may have its strength distributed over two medium
buds and another branch concentrated in one super large bud, but the branches are nearly equal
in strength. The buds may not be that much larger than on other parts of the tree, but if you have
4-5 in one spot, it’s very strong. The tree is telling you that it feels so good about that branch
that it has invested a lot of resources in that one spot.

Our goal in bonsai is to end up with the same amounts of resources, the same level of
growth on every single branch. Now is not the time to mess with that balance — we have tech-
niques for that in the growing season. But we do have a great insight into what is going on right
now.



Let’s look at a Japanese Red Pine. The first photo shows an extremely strong branch tip at
the top of the tree. It has nice, large, multiple buds. They are nicely pointed. The second photo
shows a medium strength branch, with a bud the same size as the strong branch, but there is only
one present. Ideally, we would have two buds at any one location. The third photo shows a rela-
tively weak pine bud. It is small and rounder in appearance. This is not the branch that you want
to make into a new leader or to use for grafting. But is still viable and still useful.

Red pine, weak bud Subalpine fir, weak bud

Next up we have the Subalpine Fir that we worked on at the last club Zoom meeting in Octo-
ber. The buds on this tree are small and relatively weak. The foliage is strong, so we are OK, but
we know that we are going to have to pay particular attention to the winter care and spring
growth on this tree to get it strong again.

Compare this with the stronger buds of a different subalpine fir. The buds are larger and
there are two. Then we come to the interesting case of the super strong buds in the next photo.
Strong buds on any true fir will make a sort of hammerhead effect of several buds massing to-
gether as you see here. But notice that the foliage here is shorter, from the same tree. It did not
growth as strong in the initial push last year, but has made up for it through the summer and fall
and set itself up nicely for next year



Subalpine fir, strong bud Subalpine fir, super bud

And just in case you think I was going to leave the deciduous trees high and dry, here ya
go. Let’s look at a standard Japanese maple. On this single branch, we have three different
strengths in the buds. Notice the very robust buds at the tip. We are in great shape there. If we
are in refinement (which this tree is) then this bud may be too strong for our needs. The buds
on the far right are actually a pair, and are of medium strength with a nice short internode. On
the middle bud, you can see where a shoot was pruned back during the summer, dying back to
the next node and producing a single weak bud. We can still use this bud if desired, but it
demonstrates well how the strength is distributed on the branch.

N«

Japanese maple, buds of varying strength Garry oak, very strong cluster of buds
Next up we have a Garry Oak with a VERY strong
cluster of buds for next year. I can hardly wait as this tree

is still in development.

I also wanted to show you a Styrax as the buds are
green. Just about every year | am fooled into thinking
that it has started to grow prematurely, but this is just it’s
appearance. It will stay just like this very reliably until
next March or so.

Styrax, green bud
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We also have a European Beech for you with medium strength buds. By no coincidence,
this is from the middle height of the tree. Note how the beech may keep it’s leaves through the
winter to protect its buds. The next photo shows weak interior buds. You can’t tell easily, but
these are about a third of the size of the previous photo. The one on the right is healthy, but not
vigorous. The one on the left is very weak and at risk of perishing. The color is great though. Be
careful of small stubs as they may not have a viable bud on the end. Just because there is a point
doesn’t mean it will elongate in the spring.

B

Beech, medium strength bud Beech, weak interior buds

Here we have a coastal Douglas Fir. This tree has grown into a rock star the last few years,
mostly because of Ryan Neil’s mid-summer pruning technique. Each shoot was pruned as short
as possible, while still leaving two tiny, immature buds on each branchlet. Those minute buds
have now matured into full blown buds, pumped with energy to be released next spring. Even
though it was cut back in the summer, many branches still produced three strong buds. Medium
areas typically develop one bud where I cut back to (I cut just ahead of the second bud on the
branch, making the new tip) and usually one somewhere behind it.

Doug fir, triple buds Doug fir, medium buds



In the last photo, we see where I was able to cut all the way back to the base of the branch,
leaving a bit of foliage, and ending up with a pair of buds. This may seem counter-productive,
as it is would seem that it puts me right back where I started the season. However, in this in-
stance, | now have two branches instead of one in that location, and I have kept the tree smaller,
which believe me, is the challenge with this tree.

Doug fir, back buds Engelmann spruce, no bud

Last up we have an Engelmann spruce. This is “Liberace” for those interested. This tree was
pinched last spring, as the buds emerged. Pinched shoots on native spruces do not usually pro-
duce a bud at the pinch site, as confirmed in this photo. However, the foliage is still strong and
contributing to the energy of the tree, so don’t cut it off. It just will not produce growth next
spring. Compare that to the last photo where we have a very strong shoot, with the new buds
nearly hidden in the needle mass, but they are there.

Engelmann spruce, buds

I hope this quick lesson helps confirm the state of health of your trees and gives you a road
map of their care for the upcoming seasons.



Pottery Studio Holiday Yard Sale

This weekend, November 21,22. From 10am to 4pm both days.
Address: 3626 SE Taylor, Portland 97214

Handmade bonsai pots, glazed and unglazed, all shapes and sizes, fairly priced

Also unusual plants, locally sourced akadama for $20/bucket
Hosted by Mark Vossbrink and Tony Hackenbrook

Held outside for easier social distancing. Please wear a mask.

November Haiku

High above grey sky
Dark clouds dancing in the wind
Snowflake passes by

Rown Yasenchak

Fall Color
Another good thing about Jap-
anese maple bonsai

Trees For Sale

Evergreens include native and Itoigawa junipers,
black and lodgepole pines, mountain hemlock and
spruces, moderately priced, variety of sizes from hold
in your hand to all one person wants to carry. Also
maples, elms and accent plants.

Call 503 704 3891 to see the trees. Please wear your
mask.
Editon

PRE-BONSAI PLANTS - BONSAI TOOLS
High-fired Pots e Mica & Plastic Training Pots
Wire e Organic Fertilizers
Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8")

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA
Superior Black Compost e Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16")

Est. 1978

Battle Ground, WA 98604
Phone (360) 687-5641

D Burnett

Need supplies?
Call ahead for delivery
at BSOP meetings.




Me? Obsessed with trees?
Yes. Yes, | am.

Vaughn Chandler champions the trees, landscapes
and property investments of the customers in his
care. And he's one ofthe many reasonswe've
become the premier sclentific tree and shrub care

company in the world.

e e
EVERY TREE NEEDS A CHAMPION.

Need supplies?
Order 24/7 on from our web store

portlandbonsaisupply.com

NEW Ceramic Pots available now
Coming Soon..Joshua Roth & Ryuga Tools
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.. BONSAI SOCIETY
3% of PORTLAND

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR 97223

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.
The Milwaukie Center
5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road
Visitors are always welcome!
Board of Directors

President: Joe Johanesen Ist VP-Programs: Reid Parham

2nd VP-Membership: Patrice Morrow Treasurer: Patty Myrick

Secretary: Laura Hudson Past President: Jan Hettick
Committee Chairs

Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield Newsletter: Peter Pelofske

Auctions: Dane Burrell Portland Nursery Show Reid Parham
Audio/Visual: Reid Parham Photographer: Jim Baggett

Facilities Coordinator: Reid Parham Raffle:

Fall Show: Patrice Morrow & Jan Hettick Social Media: Scott Tice

Formal Display: Scott Elser Spring Show:

Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Summer Picnic: Joe Johanesen
Hospitality: Brandon Mcmullan Vendor Coordinator: Reid Parham
Library: Barbara Devitt, Mir Isaac Volunteer Coordinator: Patrice Morrow

Mentorship: Howard Greisler, Joanne Raiton =~ Webmaster: Karl Holmes
Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org under
Resources/Member Services/Membership Directory
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